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war, followed by a rapid decline in the authority of the
Hungarian monarch.
In Poland and Hungary, though not in Bohemia, the final German
separation from Germany is a significant feature of their ^^f8*
political development. On the other hand, the rulers of northern
these two countries, once they were relieved of the tie of Slavs
subordination, deliberately encouraged the immigration of
Germans into their lands. This peaceful penetration east-
wards was some compensation to Germany for the loss of
its political authority. But it had a more direct compensa-
tion elsewhere, for the twelfth century saw the fulfilment at
last of the work begun by Henry I and Otto I—the conquest
and conversion of the northern, or Wendish, Slavs. Most of
this work had been undone by the revolt of the Wends at the
end of Otto IPs reign, and until the twelfth century little
progress towards recovery was effected. The work of con-
version was frequently attempted, notably by archbishop
Adalbert of Bremen, but his endeavours were frustrated by
the jealous hostility of the Billung dukes of Saxony, With
the reign of Lothar began again the successful advance of
German arms and German civilisation. It was preluded by
successful missionary work. First of all, bishop Otto of
Bamberg, under the auspices of Boleslav III of Poland, con-
ducted a mission in Pomerania in 1124 ; and he consolidated
his work in a second mission in 1127, when he had the support
of Lothar III. In 1134 the Premonstratensians, under the
direction of archbishop Norbert of Magdeburg, their founder,
were responsible for the revival of Christianity in Branden-
burg. At the same time a priest, Vicelin, later to become
bishop of Oldenburg, was working with untiring zeal in
Holstein. The effect was cumulative. The numerous Wend-
ish tribes had little in common save hostility to Christianity
and to German rule; as Christianity spread, resistance to the
invader Veakened.
The Wendish Slavs may conveniently be classified in two T*16 leaders
groups,  the one to the north, the other to the east andGerman
north-east of the ancient duchy of Saxony.    The first group advance
comprised the Obotrites and Wagrians in Holstein and Meck-
lenburg, the latter the Liutizii and others in the old North
Mark of Saxony, east of which lay Brandenburg, and north-
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